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WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )S Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on 04 September 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (I) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Heitmann (US. 
Pat. #: US 7,190,703). 

Regarding claim 1, Heitmann teaches a system for transmitting time sensitive data (i.e., a 
system for synchronization of base stations as shown in figure 1) from at least a first node (i.e., 
base station BSl) to at least a second node (i.e., BS2) comprising a processor used to process at 
least a first time request (i.e., a time request message ZAl) and at least a second time request 
(i.e., a time request message ZA2), and to generate at least a first absolute time (i.e., up-to-date 
time information ZIl) and at least a second absolute time (i.e., up-to-date time information ZI2), 
respectively, for said at least a first node and said at least a second node (col. 5, lines 6-24). 

Regard claims 2-3, col.5, lines 37-40 and col.4-47. 

Regarding claims 4-5, note col.4, lines 31-44. 

Regarding claims 6, Heitmann teaches a method of transmitting time sensitive data from 
at least a first computing device to at least a second computing device in a telecommunication 
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system comprising synchronizing said at least first and said at least second computing devices to 
an NTP server (i.e., the switching device or time information server synchronizing the base 
stations BSl and BS2, col.5, lines 6-24 and col.5, line 57 through col.6, Hne 15). 

Regarding claims 7-8 and 10, note col.4, lines 31-44. 

Regarding claim 9, note col.4, line 65 through col.5, line 10. 

Regarding claims 11, Heitmann teaches a method of transmitting time sensitive data 
from at least a first computing device to at least a second computing device in a communication 
system comprising: 

requesting absolute time from an NTP server (i.e., sending a time request message to a 
sw^itching device or time information server); 
receiving said absolute time; and 

inputting an adjustment parameter derived from said absolute time into a circuitry to 
synchronize said at least a first computing device to said at least second computing device (col.5, 
line 57 through col.6, line 15). 

Regarding claims 12-15, note col.4, lines 31-44. 

Regarding claims 16-17, note col.7, lines 9-47. 

Regarding claim 18, Heitmann teaches a method of transmitting time sensitive data from 
at least a first computing device to at least a second computing device in a communication 
system comprising: 

receiving absolute time requests from said at least first and at least second computing 
devices; and 
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transmitting said absolute time to said at least first and at least second computing devices; 
wherein said absolute time is used to synchronize said at least a first and at least a second 
computing devices (coL5, lines 6-24 and col.5, line 57 through col.6, line 15). 

Regarding claim 19, Heitmann teaches a method of synchronizing a transmitting computing 

device to a receiving computing device of a packet switched telecommunication network comprising: 
requesting an absolute time from an NTP server; 
receiving said absolute time; and 

inputting an adjustment parameter into a frequency controlling hardware of said transmitting 
computing device or said receiving computing device (coL5, lines 6-24 and col.5, line 57 through 

col.6, line 15). 

Regarding claim 20, note col.4, lines 31-44. 
Regarding claims 21 and 24-25, note col.7, lines 9-47. 
Regarding claim 22-23, note col.6, line 60 - col.7, line 3. 

3. Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hostetter et al, (US. 
Pat. #: 5,450,395). 

Regarding claim 28, Hostetter et al. ("Hostetter") teaches a method of improving the 
signal to noise ratio of voice band data comprising synchronizing one or more computing devices 
to an NTP server (col. 1 , lines 55-60). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Fischer et al. (US. Pat. #: 6975,655) teaches a method of controlling data sampling 
clocking of asynchronous network nodes in a frame-based communications network. 



5. Any inquiry concerning this commuhication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Binh K. Tieu whose telephone number is (57 1) 272-75 10 and E- 
mail address: B1NH.T1EU@.USPTQ.GQV . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Curtis Kuntz, can be reached on (571) 272-7499 and IF PAPER HAS BEEN 
MISSED FROM THIS OFFICIAL ACTION PACKAGE, PLEASE CALL CUSTOMER 
SERVICE FOR THE SUBSTITUTIONS OR COPIES. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 

Hand Carry Deliveries to: 

Customer Service Window 
(Randolph Building) 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 



In formation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (FAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the FAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gQv . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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